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Cut and paste into your report


Auditory Processing Deficits can affect skills across reading and language abilities-comprehension, higher-level abilities-comprehension, higher-level language, and social interaction. 

Teaching Strategies
· Seat child away from visual, auditory, and motor distractions, such as fans, heaters, windows, doors, and pencil sharpeners.
· Allow the student to move to a quiet area when doing silent reading and independent work. 
· Wait for the room to become quiet before giving instructions or directions. 
· Enforce appropriate speaker-listener manners for all children in class-one person talks at a time; other listen quietly.
· Gain the student’s attention before giving new work or oral directions. 
· Speak clearly, with a moderate rate, and stand in one place, facing the student. 
· Allow the student a longer time to respond, beyond what you might consider normal, when asking questions. 
· Give concrete, interesting examples, demonstrations, and written or pictorial information when presenting new concepts orally.
· Play sound Bingo (Free printable Bingo Sheets found at http://www.sassysanctuary.com/2012/01/abcs-bingo-free-printable.html. 
· Encourage the student to use the following strategies:
· Keep your eyes on the speaker
· Use good listening behavior-quiet the body and close the mouth
· Ask to have directions repeated or clarified
· Re-auditorize, repeat information quietly to yourself, after directions or information are presented orally
· Ask someone to explain what words mean, or use a dictionary or electronic thesaurus, when you are not sure.  

Visual Processing involves the brains ability to “make sense” of visual input: to translate incoming signals into recognizable objects. Several possible areas of visual differences contribute to visual processing deficits (Form constancy, visual discrimination, figure/ground, visual closure, visual memory).  

Form Constancy involves the ability to recognize and name an object even when viewed from a different perspective, or when the object changes size or color.

Visual Discrimination involves the ability to tell whether an object is different from another, even when the differences are subtle. It can affect the ability to identify small details in pictures and books, and see differences between letters and words (e.g. b/d confusion, car/cat).

Figure Ground involves the ability to discriminate a single feature of detail from a busy background. Impairment in this area can affect the ability to find information on a blackboard or on the walls of a room, the ability to find words in a dictionary, or to maintain place while reading or copying. 

Visual Closure involves the ability to complete an object or a word when only part is visible. If can affect the ability to recognize words when messy or written in different fonts and the ability to read cursive writing. 

Visual Memory is the ability to recall the details of what has been seen. Impairments in visual memory may affect the ability to copy work or sentences, the ability to learn and remember sight words, or what a particular letter sounds like or what letter makes what sound. It can also impact the ability to remember how sentences should be capitalized and punctuated.

Visual Sequential Memory involves the ability to remember the visual details in the sequence presented. Impairment in this area could affect the ability to read and spell, as letters must be recalled and processed in sequential order. It could also affect the ability to correctly copy math problems/calculations from the book or board. 

Visual-Motor Processing is the ability to use feedback from the eyes to coordinate movement with other parts of the body. Impairments in this area could affect the ability to write within the lines or margins and/or the ability to produce legible handwriting. 

Recommendations or strategies for students with visual processing deficits
· Activities involving, cutting, tracing, and identifying patterns. 
· Provide activities to cross the midline.
· Provide mazes to help with executive function skills, visual attention, visual memory, visual spatial, and hand-eye coordination. 
· Have the student view two pictures to find the difference

Phonemic awareness involves the ability to hear, recognize and manipulate individual sounds. Critical skills involve sound-symbol correspondence/decoding, auditory processing, and memory for auditory information.

Phonological awareness is the ability to hear, recognize, and manipulate sound patterns. It is a critical skill for word-attack, sound symbol correspondence, and decoding. It involves auditory processing and memory of auditory information.


Recommendations or strategies for students with phonemic awareness and phonological awareness deficits

· Teach word families (cl + aim-claim/ ac + cl+aim=acclaim/re=Cl=aim=reclaim) (came-dame-game-lame)
· Teach student to manipulate single sounds or blends
· Teach student to manipulate word endings

Dyscalculia is difficulty in learning or comprehending arithmetic, such as difficulty in understanding numbers, learning how to manipulate numbers, performing mathematical calculations, learning facts in mathematics, along with possible difficulties with time, measurement, and spatial reasoning.

Recommendations or strategies for teaching one to one correspondence 
· Teach 1 to 1 correspondence by having the student roll dice, count the dots, then count objects to put in a container (use objects of interest e.g. Lego men, dinosaurs).
· Count marching steps, claps, jumping jacks as the student does these activities. 
· Count cards before playing cards. 
· Count together with student.
· Teach the student to point to objects in a set as the student says each number word aloud.
· Teach the student to move each object in a set as the student says each number word aloud.
· Ask the student “How will you keep track of which ones you’ve counted and those you haven’t counted?” 
· For Free activities go to http://www.the measuredmom.com/math/one-to-tone-correspondence/

Numeracy is the sense of how much something is, as well as the ability to use mathematics functionally.

Recommendations or Strategies for Teaching Numeracy
· Teach vocabulary receptively using multiple representations (e.g. more, less, some, all, many, few, bigger, smaller).
· If teachers have a number mat or carpet, on the floor play hopping and marching games (e.g. hop on even numbers/odd numbers/two numbers that equal ten).
· Doing simple daily graphing with the student. 
· Learn math through songs & rhythm activities. Use African/Cuban rhythm music to teach patterns to increase temporal organization. Student can use small wooden dowels to keep the beat to the music or repeat a pattern of beats. 
· Use the power of playing games including playing Math Wars multiplication game cards, UNO, Equate: The Equation Thinking Game.


Dysgraphia is a deficiency in the ability to write, primarily handwriting, but also coherence. Dysgraphia is a transcription disability, meaning that it is a writing disorder associated with impaired handwriting, orthographic coding, and finger sequencing (the movement of muscles required to write). Dysgraphia learning disability symptoms does not involve intellectual impairment and occurs, despite the ability to read. The difficulty in writing results primarily from poor movement of muscle required for writing, and poor orthographic coding (the storing and processing of letters in written words). Dysgraphia can manifest in numerous ways including: Lots of erasures, cramping of fingers during writing, mixing of lower and upper case letters in a word, improper use of lines and margins, unfinished letters or words, slow and labored copying skills, illegible handwriting, using wrong words to express thoughts, pain during writing as a result of cramping, strong verbal skills but poor writing skills, errors in spelling (some words are written in different spellings), reversals in written numbers, and inconsistent spaces between words.

Types of Dysgraphia
There are three types of dysgraphia and people who have dysgraphia learning disability may have one or more of these.
Spatial Dysgraphia
Spatial dysgraphia involves the disability in understanding space. Because of this, there is illegible writing skills, with problems drawing. People with spatial dysgraphia are able to spell normally and they do not have fine motor disabilities.
Motor Dysgraphia
Motor dysgraphia involves problems with fine motor skills because of poor muscle tone and poor dexterity. People have difficulty writing, despite normal verbal skills.
Dyslexic Dysgraphia
Student with dyslexic dysgraphia have normal fine motor skills, but are unable to write normally because of mixing up letters and words. 

Recommendations or Strategies for Dysgraphia
· Allow alternatives to writing for the student to express thoughts through the use of computers.  Computers allow the child to express thoughts without writing.
· Modify writing tasks to prevent the student from focusing on the area of weakness, which increases the anxiety of the child.
· Students with dysgraphia have difficulty knowing/choosing words. Provide a list of vocabulary words to assist in creative writing activities. 
· Trying to figure out spelling can affect ideas and word choice. When requiring a first draft for writing, encourage the student to write as quickly as they can without worrying about spelling and word usage.
· It is extremely painful for student’s with dysgraphia to write. Allow the student to use a voice recorder, speech to text, or use of a peer note taker. 
· Provide a structured activity for two minutes where the student generates what to write about and have a peer record ideas. 
· Provide the student with a copy of the teacher’s written notes or presentation.
· Teach the student to write in cursive form. Cursive writing has fewer letter reversals and prevents over spacing within words because they are written continuously.
· Implement activities that involve kinesthetic memory. The child is taught to write the letters or words and allowed to re-write them with eyes closed. This technique enhances the memory of how to write a particular word.
· The teacher can trace the letter on the student’s back as the student writes a letter.
· [bookmark: dysgraphia-exercises][bookmark: toc-anchor-1097-7] Implement dysgraphia exercises to improve the fine motor skills of the child such as:
· Rubbing hands together
· Shaking of the hands in a fast manner
· Rubbing of hands against cloth with a mild texture
· Using fingers in the dominant hand to click the top of a pen
