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LEAP: Leading Educators through Alternative Pathways 

CES is proud to introduce our new alternative licensure program for teachers, Leading Educators (through) 
Alternative Pathways (LEAP). LEAP is an innovative, rigorous, fast-track approach in training professionals 
looking to join the superhero workforce of teaching. Through a grow-your-own model, candidates are chosen 
by school districts and recommended to apply to the program. Qualified candidates demonstrate a commitment 
to community, content, and youth while providing examples of the ability to be self-reflective and adjust with 
feedback. 

128 LEAP candidates kicked-off the year with a pre-service institute in preparation to be “day one” ready for 
New Mexico students. These teachers fill critically needed full-time positions across the state as we face a 
large teacher shortage.  

Teaching is not easy and learning how to teach is incredibly challenging. Their ability to be successful requires 
support at every level to ensure candidates are effective as they take a leap of faith into classrooms.  

LEAP provides in-class modeling and coaching in collaboration with district mentors frequently meeting with 
candidates to connect LEAP coursework with district experience. Coursework consists of theory, research, and 
application in the areas of foundational teaching, special education, and reading across the content.  

Through monthly regional face-to-face sessions, online modules, and in-class supports, every LEAP teacher 
who completes the program receives the tools necessary to meet the needs of New Mexico’s diverse student 
population.  LEAP is PED approved for a K-8 Elementary, 7-12 Secondary, and Prek-12 Special Education 
License. Educational stakeholders across the 
State have come together to collaborate on the 
design and implementation of the program 
ensuring LEAP’s development of teachers in 
leadership, engagement, achievement, and 
perseverance. 

If you have a bachelor’s degree and are 
interested in becoming a LEAP teacher, we 
are accepting new applicants beginning March 
1,2019 for the 2020-2021 cohort. For more 
information, please visit cesleap.org or email 
Kim Lanoy-Sandoval, kim@ces.org. 





Calendar & Events 

November 2019  
SUN  MON  TUE  WED  THU  FRI  SAT  

     1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

TAP WORKSHOPS:  MORE INFO: Here 

 
Election Day - 11/5 

TAP Workshop-Programming for ED Students– 11/6 

TAP Workshop-Autism Basics - 11/11 

TAP Workshop-Classroom Management– 11/14 

TAP Workshop– Specific Learning Disabilities - 11/18 

TAP Workshop– LD Engagement Strategies - 11/19 

TAP Workshop– Transition– 11/20 

TAP Workshop– REED Process– 11/21 

 

 

 

 

 

Procurement News 

ELECTION DAY NOV 5 

WORLD CHILDREN’S DAY   NOV 20 

THANKSGIVING DAY NOV 28 

CES HOLIDAY  NOV 29 

 

If you know of relevant events or would like yours 

in our next Newsletter please email: jim@ces.org 

Tip of the Month 

You can’t be too careful.  There seems to be so many cases of check and payment fraud.  People are 
sending emails to change ACH payment information for a vendor or an employee.  Do not act on an 
email.  Some of these emails look amazingly valid.  Always call the company or employee to see if they are 
wanting to change their payment information.  If they respond that they do, have them complete a 
payment form.  This form should be signed and dated.  Check “scrubbing” is another threat.  Scrubbing is 
where the original payee and amount on your check is scrubbed off and another payee and amount is 
entered and presented for payment at a bank where the thief has a valid account set up.  Unfortunately, 
as soon as the money is illicitly deposited into this account, the money is transferred out.  To help prevent 
this, many banks have a type of “positive pay” service where you upload a check file and any checks 
presented for payment is checked against the file; checking for payee and amount.  Hope your are never 
hit with one of these fraudulent transactions.  Take precautions.  You can’t be too careful.  

• Oct. 2019 - Contract Renewals 
16-030 (School & Office Supplies), 16-031 (School & Office Furniture), 19-001 (Design Professional A/E Services) 

  
• New Contract Awards 

• (per new GSA) 2020-23 Professional Documents Systems - thru August 29, 2024 
• New contracts for Structured Cabling Services awarded 

  
• 7 new Job Order Contracting RFPs are under evaluation and recommendations for award will be made 
• New RFP/category RFP 2020-16 Manufactured Housing will be awarded in Nov. 2019 
• RFPs for “Under $25K & Under $60K” for 1) Grounds Maintenance, 2) Mechanical / Electrical / Plumbing Mainte-
nance, 3) Facility General Maintenance — to be released in November 
• RFP for Telecom and Related Equipment & Services — to be released in November 
• RFP for Building Materials - Road and Landscape Materials — to be released in November 

https://www.ces.org/annoucements.aspx


Meet Principal Kaye Crecelius: The Principal  
That Reads Her School to Bed 

ALAMOGORDO, NM-- Principal Kaye Crecelius of Desert Star Elementary School in 
Alamogordo, New Mexico is leading the way in creating a holistic relationship with 
her students, their parents and the education they receive by the use of social media.  

 
Principal Kaye is known by her students and their families as a familiar face in the 
hallways, in the community and… on Facebook. Kaye goes live on her “Principal 
Kaye” Facebook page to read short children’s books just before her kiddos get to bed 
before another day of learning at Desert Star Elementary.  
 
The idea emerged after Kaye realized that many of her students did not have access to 
books at home. “I always read my kids books when they were little. I think about how 
many of my students don't have books at home, so I wanted to do something to remedy 
that.”  

 
Principal Kaye started her Facebook page as a solution to her students not reading at home, or simply not being 
able to. Now, her students expect it right as the clock hits 7:30 p.m., they are ready to join (typically with their 
parents) for a Facebook live reading from Principal Kaye. Kaye asks questions during her readings and encour-
ages her viewers to respond in the comments. She is able to engage in a conversation in real time though this 
platform.  
 
One night she wasn't able to get on to do a reading and her students made sure to let her know that they were 
waiting in anticipation. She recalls one of her students saying the next morning: “You didn't read us a story last 
night Principal Crecelius!” As part of an engagement strategy for literacy, these students are eating it up.  

 
Kaye began her career as an Educational Assistant in Connecticut and felt a calling to the educational setting. 
She began her studies at Trinity College and studied history, as she was sure at the time that she would become a 
history professor or instructor in secondary or postsecondary settings. After completing her Bachelor's degree she 
joined Teach for America and requested placement in a secondary social studies classroom in Louisiana. “I want-
ed to go to Louisiana, because it was a few years after Katrina.” TFA placed her in an early childhood classroom 
instead.  
 
At first hesitant, she recollects her falling in love with the early childhood ages. Kaye stayed in the classroom for 
the first portion of her career and found her way to Alamogordo Public Schools. At APS she was able to be a part 
of a cohort of aspiring educational leaders in partnership with Grand Canyon University. She earned her Master 
of Educational Administration and Leadership while enrolled in this program.  
 
Through her journey of becoming an educator and instructional leader, she accounts for one common theme that 
made it possible for her and other Alternatively-licensed teachers: mentorship. She expressed the importance of 
experienced educators stepping up to help new ones.  
 

Desert Star Elementary School is a Title I school with a wide-range of socioeconomic statuses, demographics 
and backgrounds. For this reason, Principal Crecilius has deemed her school a “magical place.” When speaking 
to Kaye, the passion for her students’ and faculty’s success becomes quickly evident, “Our teachers and staff ab-
solutely believe that our students are capable of doing anything.” 
 
On any given morning at 8AM you will find Principal Crecelius greeting her students in the lobby by name. She 
has a relationship with her students and their families that is profound. “Our kids need to believe that we believe 
in them, it is so important for me to be able to have individual conversations with each of my students.”  



She makes a constructive effort to interact with her students’ parents as well. “There are so many people who 
don't know the value of education. It's so crucial to make that connection of the importance. I want our parents 
to walk into the building seeing me dancing with the students and speaking with them by name to help make 
that connection. I think it's vital that the environment of Desert Star is always welcoming and warm.” 
 
As part of Kaye’s live Facebook readings she hopes to bridge her community, students and staff together. She 
also uses this avenue to model for teachers in literacy instruction. “I can address different common core state 
standards in these readings.” 

 
The infectiously positive school community that is quickly evident at Desert Star Elementary is fueled by what 
Principal Kaye calls the “constructive culture of relationships.” 
 
Through these efforts of engagement and literacy one thing becomes obvious; the power of positivity is infec-
tious in a child’s education. Utilizing social media to engage your students is the perfect avenue to offering a 
“constructive culture of relationship” in your school and community.  
 
CES would like to thank Principal Kaye Crecelius and Desert Star Elementary School for leading the way in 
creating a holistic relationship with students, parents and the education they receive by the use of social me-
dia.  



CES Contact Info 

Jim Barentine  

Director for Southern Services  

Email: jim@ces.org  

Phone: 575.646.5965  

Fax: 866.877.0629  

 

Kelly Bassham  

Financial Specialist/Accounts Payable  

Email: kelly@ces.org  

Phone: Ext 135  

 

Paul Benoit  

Manager Northern Services, REAP  

Email: paul@ces.org  

Phone: 575.562.2922  

Fax: 575.562.2523  

 

Minnie Bresler  

Receptionist  

Email: minnie@ces.org  

Phone: Ext 101  

 

Adela Chavez  

Ancillary Admin Assistant  

Email: adela@ces.org  

Phone: Ext 111  

 

David Chavez  

Executive Director  

Email: david@ces.org  

Phone: Ext 109  

 

Rhianna Chavez  

Member Service Representative  

Email: rhianna@ces.org  

Phone: Ext. 107  

  

Elizabeth Diaz  

Member Service Representative  

Email: ediaz@ces.org  

Phone: Ext 115 

Fax: 505.715.5822  

 

Holly Goodall  

Member Service Representative  

Email: hgoodall@ces.org  

Phone: Ext 104  

Fax: 505.715.5826  

 

 

Diane Hajek  

Member Service Representative  

Email: dhajek@ces.org  

Phone: Ext 137 

Fax: 505.715.5826  

 

Kim Lanoy -Sandoval  

SITE Senior Trainer, LEAP Coord.  

Email: kim@ces.org 

Phone: 505.385.0363  

 

Margaret Mikelson  

Member Service Representative  

Email: margaret@ces.org  

Phone: Ext 126 

Fax: 505.715.5824  

 

Leslie Neely  

Executive Admin Assistant  

Email: leslie@ces.org  

Phone: Ext 127 

 

Lori O'Rourke  

Business Services Coordinator  

Email: lori@ces.org  

Phone: Ext 128 

 

Natasha Orona  

Financial Specialist/Payroll  

Email: natasha@ces.org  

Phone: Ext 106 

 

Bowen Perry  

Media Specialist  

Email: bo@ces.org 

Phone: 575.646.5965  

 

Pam Reed  

Member Service Representative  

Email: pam@ces.org 

Phone: Ext 125 

Fax: 505.715.5821  

 

Lisa Romo  

Procurement Admin Assistant  

Email: lromo@ces.org  

Phone: Ext 116 

 

 

 

Gustavo Rossell  

Procurement Manager  

Email: gustavo@ces.org  

Phone: Ext 117  

 

Elena Salazar  

SITE /Professional Development Coord.  

Email: elena@ces.org  

Phone: Ext 136  

Fax: 505.344.9343  

 

Brad Schroeder  

IT Manager 

Email: brad@ces.org  

Phone: Ext 114  

 

Jacklyn Serrano  

Member Service Representative  

Email: jacklyn@ces.org  

Phone: Ext 134  

Fax: 505.715.5826  

  

Robin Strauser  

Deputy Executive Director  

Email: robin@ces.org  

Phone: Ext 108  

 

Anne Tafoya  

Director of Ancillary Services  

Email: atafoya@ces.org  

Phone: Ext 103  

  

Teri Thelemaque  

Ancillary Admin Assistant  

Email: teri@ces.org  

Phone: Ext 119  

 

John Tortelli  

Procurement & Contract Specialist  

Email: johnt@ces.org  

Phone: Ext 129 

 

Gary Tripp  

Human Resources Director  

Email: gary@ces.org  

Phone: Ext 112  

  

Joe Valencia  

Procurement & Contract Specialist  

Email: joe@ces.org  

Address: 4216 Balloon Park Road NE, Albuquerque NM, 87109 | Office: 505.344.5470  Fax: 505.344.9343 
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